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FACT SHEET 
 

 
EUROPEAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEES 
 
The European Olympic Committees (EOC) is the umbrella body for Europe’s 50 National 
Olympic Committees. The EOC is committed to spreading the Olympic values and inspiring 
sport and healthy lifestyles across Europe. 
 
This is done by supporting grassroots activities and through the delivery of elite sporting 
events such as the European Games, the European Youth Olympic Festival and the Games 
of the Small States of Europe. 
 
The EOC is also tasked with raising the profile of Olympic sport in Europe by guiding and 
supporting the activities of the continent’s 50 National Olympic Committees and working 
closely with European Federations, government agencies, athletes and organising 
committees.  
 
It works to protect Europe’s leading role at the heart of global sport and ensure the success 
and celebration of its events.  
 
 
EUROPEAN YOUTH OLYMPIC FESTIVAL (EYOF) 
 
The European Youth Olympic Festivals are multi-sport events tailored to young athletes aged 
14 to 18, providing them with the opportunity to learn about the Olympic Movement, the 
Olympic values and ideals. The idea of the EYOF was brought to life by former International 
Olympic Committee President Jacques Rogge, who presided over the first edition in Brussels 
in 1991 when he was EOC President.  
 
The EYOF is a biennial event (during non-Olympic years) and has both winter and summer 
editions. The event takes place under the Olympic flag and is rich with Olympic traditions: 
from the Flame of Peace to athletes’ and officials’ oaths.  
 
The EYOF provides a unique chance for talented European youth and Olympic prospects to 
compete internationally at a high level in an Olympic setting at an early age. They are an 
incubator for Europe’s finest young athletes on the road to the European and Olympic 
Games. 
 
EUROPEAN YOUTH OLMYPIC FESTIVAL BAKU 2019 
 
The 2019 summer edition of the EYOF will take place in Baku, Azerbaijan from 21-27 July. 
The EOC is returning to Baku after the city proudly and successfully hosted the inaugural 
European Games in 2015. Hosting another multi-sports event only four years later is 
testament to the sporting legacy and desire to host the best events in the city and 
throughout Azerbaijan. 
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Some 3,600 athletes and officials will descend on the city this summer, with competition 
scheduled for ten sports over seven days: artistic gymnastics, athletics, basketball, cycling, 
handball, judo, swimming, tennis, volleyball and wrestling.  
 
Three Azerbaijani athletes will attend the Lighting of the Flame of Peace Ceremony today 
in Rome, which marks 100 days to go until the Opening Ceremony: 
 
- Farid MANSUROV (Greco-Roman Wrestling) - Olympic Champion in 2004, World Champion 
in 2007 and 2009 
- Karamat HUSEYNOV (Judo) – U23 European Championships Bronze Medallist in 2017 and 
Senior European Cup Bronze Medallist in 2018 
- Raziya ALIYEVA - (Volleyball) Gold medallist of the 2018 Junior Azerbaijan Volleyball 
Championship, Prospective athlete for the XV Summer EYOF ‘Baku 2019’  
 
 
THE FLAME OF PEACE, GOLDEN OLIVE TREE & THE ARA PACIS 
 
The Ceremony will take place in the Ara Pacis in Rome – the world’s oldest temple, built in 
9 B.C. by Emperor Augustus to honour the values of Peace and Brotherhood.  
 
The European Youth Olympic Festival is a celebration of youth, but it is also a celebration 
of hope, of peace, and of the best of humanity, following the Olympic ideals of excellence, 
friendship and respect. 
 
All of this is represented by the Flame of Peace and the presentation of the historic Golden 
Olive Tree. In the Ancient Olympic Games there were no medals or torch relay. Instead, 
winning athletes were presented with branches and olive tree wreaths. 
 
The Golden Olive Tree therefore symbolizes the deep Olympic roots of the European Youth 
Olympic Festival, while its branches represent the unfolding of the EOC umbrella to receive 
athletes from all European National Olympic Committees. 
 
 
 


